IMMIGRATION

Philippine Immigration Act of 1940 ( Commonwealth Act No. 613, as amended) is the basic law that governs  the entry, admission, exclusion, immigration, repatriation, monitoring and deportation of foreigners within the Philippine territory.  

Entry of foreigners to the Philippines can be as:

I. Non-Immigrant  thru the following:

1.1. With or without Temporary Visitor Visa

Without entry visas: 

As a general rule, any nationality (except those classified as restricted nationals) are admitted into the Philippines without visa for an initial authorized stay of 21 days and extendible for another 38 days.

With entry Visas: Foreigners who obtained temporary visitor visa from a Philippine consulate are admitted for an initial stay of 59 days.

Both categories of temporary visitors may be granted extensions ranging from 1 to 2 months at a time, not exceeding 1 year.

Temporary Visitors who have stayed in the Philippines for at least 6 months must secure an Alien Certificate of Registration (now ACR I-Card is being implemented) and a Certificate of Residence for a Temporary Visitor (CRTV) and fingerprinted.



Kinds of Temporary Visitor Visas:

i.  Tourist Visa

ii. Business Visa

iii. Visa for health purposes

1.2. Transient Visitor – a person in transit to a destination outside of the Philippines.

1.3. Seaman – when serving as such on a vessel arriving at a port of the Philippines.

1.4. Treaty Trader/ Treaty Investor Visa – for foreigners entering the Philippines solely to carry on trade or commerce.  There must be an existing treaty of commerce and navigation between the Philippines and the country of which he is a national.

As of now, only German, Japanese and American nationals who can carry on substantial trade or have made substantial investment in the Philippines are eligible for this visa.  


This visa is issued for an initial period of 1 year, renewable for similar periods as long as the investment subsists.

1.5.  Accredited officials of a Foreign Government under E-1, E-2, and E-3 categories


E-1 visa category includes those granted to heads of state, members of royal family, cabinet ministers, diplomats, etc.


E-2 visa category includes an officer of a foreign government recognized by the Philippines and is proceeding to the Philippines in connection with official business for his government.


E-3 visa category refers to the visa granted to member of the household, the attendants, and employees of persons to whom E-1 and E-2 visas have been granted.

1.6. Student Visa

1.7. Pre-Arranged Employee Visa – working visa for employees of foreign corporations, with no nationality requirements prescribed.


This visa is granted for a term of 1 year, but in no case to exceed the effectivity of the employment contract.  However, the total extensions shall not exceed 5 years, except in exceptional cases where strong justification is shown and the expatriate occupies a managerial/executive position.


Alien Employment Permit is required prior to the issuance of this visa.

1.8.  Special Non-Immigrant Visa


This visa emanate from the presidential authority granted to the President under the Immigration Act to admit aliens who are coming for a temporary period only under such conditions as he may prescribe, such as those expatriates working: 

1) on government projects as advisory, supervisory or technical personnel with an initial validity of 1 years, renewable every year for the whole duration of the project;  

2) with corporations engaged in pioneer or preferred areas of investment;

3) in export processing zones.

Except for PEZA registered companies, AEP is required for the above categories.

1.9 . Special Investor Resident Visa (SIRV) – for aliens, his spouse and dependents under 21 years of age, who will invest at least US$75,000.00 in the Philippines.

Employment for SIRV holders is not usually allowed unless he possesses special skills as technical personnel.

1.10.
 Special Resident Retiree’s Visa – may be issued to any alien, his spouse and dependents, who invests the amount of US$50,000.00, if 50 years old and above or US$75,000.00, if 35 to 49 years old.

1.11. 
Temporary Work and Residency Visa in Special Economic Zones (Subic Bay Freeport) –issued by the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority which is valid for two years to foreigners who possess executive of highly technical skills which no Filipino within SBF possesses.

Permanent work and residency visa may be issued for aliens who will  invest US$250,000.00 within the Subic Bay Freeport.


1.12.  
Other Non-immigrant visas under Special Laws


i. Multiple Entry Special visa for foreign personnel of offshore banking units;

ii. Multiple Entry Special visa for foreign personnel or regional or headquarters of Multinational companies;

iii.  Special visa for foreign correspondent;

iv. Those with long-term lease of private lands;

v. Visa for religious missionaries and educational workers

II.  Immigrant

Kinds of visa for immigrants:

i. Quota/Preferred Immigrant visa – this is governed by an order of preference and granted to aliens with or without nationalities and is issued on a calendar basis and cannot exceed the numerical limitation of 50 in a given ear.


The foreigner must come from a country which allows Philippine citizens to become immigrants in that country and this privilege must be embodied in a reciprocity agreement.

ii. Non-quota Immigrant visa – not subject to numerical limitation or any order of preference


Categories for Non-quota immigrant visa:

1) 13(a) – issued to a foreigner on the basis of a valid marriage to a Philippine citizen;

If the foreigner is from a country of which the Philippines does not have an existing reciprocity agreement, only a temporary residence visa  (TRV) will be issued to him.

2) 13(b) – issued to a child who was born outside the Philippines during the temporary visit of the mother who has been previously admitted for permanent residence in the Philippines.

3) 13(c) – issued to a child who was born after the issuance of a visa to the accompanying parent;

4) 13(d) -  issued to a woman who lost her Philippine citizenship because of (i) marriage to an alien; or, (ii) loss of Philippine citizenship by her husband;

5) 13(e) – issued to one who was previously granted permanent residence in the Philippines and is returning to an unrelinquished residence in the Philippines after a temporary visit abroad.

6) 13(f) – issued to the wife or husband or the unmarried child under 21 years of age, of an alien lawfully admitted into the Philippines for permanent residence prior to the date on which CA No. 613 became effective;

7) 13(g) – issued to a natural born citizen of the Philippines, who has been naturalized in a foreign country and is returning to the Philippines for permanent residence.

