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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHIL IPPINES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.5S7

DIRECTING DTI TO ESTABLISH AND ADMINISTER THE PHILIPPINE
BUSTNESS REGTSTRY (PBR) PROJECT

WHEREAS, Section 29 of Republic Act No. 8792 or the "Electronlc
Contmerce Act'i approved by tlre Presicleni on 14 June 2000, qives ilre
Depat'tment of Trade and Indust.ry the auLhorily to direct ancl su1:ervise the
promotion and developnrent of electronic comrnerce in the country with relevant
government agencies;

WHEREAS, tlre two salient provisions of the Electronic Cornmerce Act are
Section 27 (Government Use of Electronic DaLa Messages, Electronic Documents
and Electronic Signatures) and Section 28 (RPWEB to Promote tlre Use of
Electronic Documents attcl Electrorric Data Messaqes in Gclvernntent ancl to tlre
General Publ ic);

WHEREAS, the Phi l ippine Eusiness Regyistry (PBR) systenr wi l l  faci l i tate a
seamless transactiortal environrncnt for busirrcss registration and cleveloprnent
across the appl ical iorr systertts of var. ious government agencies such as but not
limited to the Securities and Exclrange Commission (SEC), Department of Trade
and Industty (DTI), Bureau of Intcrnal [ievenrrc (UIR), Social SccLtrity Syst.crrr
(sss), and Phi l ippine f lealt l -r  tnsurarrce Cor porariorr (plr i l i  tealt l r) ;

WHEREAS,' Executive Ot'clr:t. ti lo. .l2U i:;suc-.cl on Lti May 2005, clirccLs
Depattments, Bureaus, Offices and oUter Agcrrcies in tlre ExecuLive [Jranclr,
including Government-Owned and Corrtrolled Corporations to sinrplify. rules ancl
regulations and reduce reportorial requirements to facilitate doing business ancl
encourage more investments in the country;

wHEREAS, 
-Executive 

orcler No. 557 issued on 0B August 2006,
establishes an'Anti-Red Tape Task Force clraired by the DTI Secretary, the
objective of which is to immediately remove national government bottlenecks,
particularly those that lrinder the securing of necessary permits in starting up
private businesses;

WHEREAS, tlre PBR will evolve into a business facilitation platforrn that is
envisioned to increase cornmercial activities within and outside the country;
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NOW' THEREFORE, I/ GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of
the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do
hereby order:

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Trade ancl Industry is hereby directed to
establish and administer comprehensive and integrated programs for business
registration and facilitation at tlre naLional, regional and local levels with due
consideration to advances in convergence and other emerging technologies. For
tltis purpose, he may call on any agency, corporation or organization, whether
public or private, who.se developrrrent prograrns in business registration and
facilitation are an integral part thereof, to participate and assist in Ure
preparation and implementation of such prograrns, Technical Working Groups
(TWGs) may also be created to acjdress specific issues and concerns.

SECTION 2. -Ihe 
Secretary of Trade arrd Industry shall formulate and

recommend nationaI policies and guidelines that will promote business
registration and facilltation with botlr public and private sectors. For this purpose
he shal l  consult  the --

1. Chairman, Securi t ies and Exchange Commission (SEC)
2. Commissioner, Bureau ol ' lnternal Revenue (BIR)
3. Conlnissioner, Bureau ol 'Custonrs (BOC)
4. PresicJent and Chief Execuiive Officer, Social Security System (SSS)
5. Administrator, National Statistics Office (NSO)
6. President arrd Clrief Executive Officer, Philippine t-lealth Insurance

Co rporat ion (Phi lHealth)' 
7. Secretary, Departnrent of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
B. President, Philippine chanrber of commerce and Industry (pccl)

SECTION 3. The Secretary of Trade and IncJustry shall perform suclr
other powers and functions as may be prescribed byl la* or as. may be
necessary, incidental or proper to pursue its.mandate or as may be assigned
from time to time by the President. l-le shall submit a periodic repoft of its
aclivities to the President.

. SECTION 4. To carry out the provisions of this Order, funds for the
necessary expenses for the operations of the PBR shall come fronr Philippine
BuSiness Registry (PBR) project funds administered by the Department of Trade
and Industry subject to existing accounting and auditing rules and regulations,
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SECTION 5. This Order slrall take effect immecliately'

DONE in the City of Manila, this B th day of December
year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Six.
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By the Presiclettt:

M
EDUARDO R. ERMITA

Executive SecretarY
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